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It finally happened; the rains
came! There are duck swamps
that have not had water in them

for 18 years that are now
overflowing. There will be some
marvellous hunting to be had this
year. Many of these swamps are all
wadeable and the mobile duck
hunter is going to have a bonanza.

Carrying a heavy bag of decoys
through these swamps is not an
easy task though and mesh decoy
bags can snag on logs and sticks if
dragged through the water. The
answer is now here!

Now that the rains have come
south and the ducks have come
south a new decoy has come south
as well. After a thirty year absence,
the Deeks decoy is back in
Australia!

The Deeks decoy was the worlds
first mass produced duck decoy,
bringing a high quality, reasonably
priced, easy to carry and set-up
duck decoy to the average duck
hunter. They were first made in
1936 by the Intermountain Rubber
Company in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The business flourished during the
pre-war years with sales of Deeks
rubber duck decoys exceeding
45,000 dozen annually by 1940.
With the start of World War II and
the American involvement in that
conflict, production was stopped as
all Natural Rubber supplies were
allocated to the war effort.

After the war, production began
again and the Deeks decoy was
used all over the USA. Australian
hunters were able to use the Deeks

decoy in the late
1970’s but they
went off the
market in the
early 1980’s. The
company was
sold was to
another rubber
manufacturer
and production
of the decoys was
ceased. Due to
popular demand
in the USA, the
Deeks decoy was
resurrected and
manufacturing
commenced

again in 2005. These decoys are
absolutely perfect for Australian
conditions and especially this year.

Unfortunately, the drought and
limited duck seasons have meant
that Aussie hunters have not had
the chance to see or use the Deeks
decoy but that has now all
changed. They are here!

Deeks are a self inflating collapsible
type of decoy that allows a hunter
to actually carry a flock in his
pockets.

This decoy is unique in how it
works. It is the most lightweight
and compact of any decoy in the
world and is perfectly suited to any
hunter that has to walk or wade to
his position.

The decoy is made of rubber and is
hollow. It has a metal ring in the
bottom of the keel. When it is
dropped onto the water the decoy
inflates and floats perfectly. When it
is picked up from the water it
instantly deflates and folds up to
the size of a cigarette packet.

You can carry a dozen in your coat
pocket or two dozen in a small bag.
A dozen Deeks decoys weigh only
1.5kg.

The rubber is dark non reflective
and won’t shine like some hard
plastic decoys. The paint job is
minimal and won’t come off.
Feather detail is actually molded
into the rubber.

Deeks Decoys

They’re back

Just drop a Deek and it hits the water fully inflated.
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Don’t worry that they are not works
of art with stunning feather detail.
Modern decoys with stunning
artwork are designed to decoy
hunters in sports stores and get the
dollars out of their wallets. All that
modern artwork with flocked heads
and bodies are not necessary to fool
a duck.

The oldest known duck decoys were
discovered in Lovelock Cave in
Nevada. It had been a shelter for
native Americans for over 3000
years until an earthquake closed it
off. In 1924, archaeologists found
11 duck decoys that were made
from marsh bulrush or tule reed
and fancied up with some real duck
feathers. It’s estimated that they
were constructed around 200 A.D.

These ancient decoys are now in
the Smithsonian Institute but if
they were taken into a duck swamp
and floated on the water they would
still decoy ducks today. They do not
have modern artwork with flocked
heads and bodies but they would
decoy ducks now just like they did
thousands of years ago.

In many states of the US where
huge decoys spreads numbering in
the hundreds are left out all
year long, some hunters still
use plastic jugs and bottles
painted brown or black and
with no heads. They decoy
ducks day after day, year after
year.

Deeks decoys are made to fool
ducks in a swamp not duck
hunters in a sports store.

The species of Deeks decoy
chosen for the Australian
market is the Pintail. This is
the perfect size for our blackies
and teal. The paint job has
just enough white on it to
attract the attention of passing

birds and there is a faint face stripe
and pale chest on the male version.

These decoys will work perfectly for
our Aussie species. If the hunter
wants to customise the decoys for
his particular area or a certain
species then a tiny spray of paint
on the bill or body can modify the
decoy to whatever he wants it to
look like.

The world’s first and the
best collapsible duck hunting
decoy; Deeks are the best duck
decoy to use for most waterfowl
hunting applications but especially
for those hunters that have to walk
to get into the area where they will
be hunting.

The ease of use is one of the most
important features of the Deeks
decoy. The weight stores inside the
decoy and they just fold over and
get put into a bag or coat pocket.
To lay them out you simply shake
the weight out, hold them by the
back and drop them onto the water.
They are amazingly simple and
quick to use!

One of the great benefits in a
hunting situation, apart from the
compactness of them, is the speed

at which they can be put out and
picked up. This means that if the
ducks are going to a different spot,
the hunter can quickly pack up his
decoy set, move to the new location
and have his full set of decoys out
in just minutes.

On the water they are incredibly
realistic in shape and movement.
The slightest breeze or water
current puts them in motion. This
gives them a totally realistic
appearance.

They weathervane naturally with
the wind and ride with a perfect
action in all weather conditions.
The ring in the keel ensures perfect
poise on the water while the design
of the stem and ballast prevents
unnatural side rolling or whipping
back and forth.

Deeks are a self inflating collapsible
decoy originally created in 1936
and have been used by hunters for
over seventy years. They were also
the most popular selling decoy for
many years and with their new

upgraded rubber technology,
they are well on their way to
being there once again.

Buy a couple dozen and see
for yourself why waterfowl
hunters throughout the world
love Deeks. The fantastic
Deeks decoys (Item No.
9954) are available for only
$119 per dozen and can be
ordered by phoning (03) 9775
6744 or using the order form
on page 63. 

If you would like to see how
easy they are to use then
watch the video at:
www.feathersandfur.com.au

The nylon mesh bag holds 2 dozen decoys, while
the bag on the right has 3 dozen Deeks Decoys.

A dozen Deeks can be put out or picked up in less then two minutes.

The weight goes inside the Deek
and doesn’t get tangled.


